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have been rendered homeless or are in needy circumsiances as the
result of the recent flood due to the overflow of the Arkanses River and
its tmbutaries, and 1n executing this joint resolution, the Secretary
of War is directed so far as possible to cooperate with the authorities
of the State of Colorado, a1 d the mayors of such cities on the Arkansas
River or its iributaries as mey have sustained damages.

Approved, June 8, 1921.

Juns 10, 1921. ..
8104) __ CHAP.18.—An Act To provide a national budget system and an {ndependent
(Publie,No 18] gydat of Government accounts, and lor other purposes,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rai:resentatives of the United

States of Amerieca in Congress agsembled,

BT A
coumtmg Act,
¢ TrrLe I.—DEFINITIONS.

Titie of Act A 8rcriow 1. This Act may be cited as the “ Budget and Accounting
ot, 1921.”
neangoflems . SEC. 2. When used in this Act—
estabithement The terms “department and establishment” and “department or
establishment’ mean any executive department, independent com-
Congress snd _8y. THIBSion, board, bureau, office, agency, or other establishment of the
prams Court, mot - Government, including the municipal government of the District
o of Columbia, but do not include the Legislative Branch of the Gov-
ernment or the Supreme Court of the United States;

“Tho Rudget” The term “the Budget’ means the Budget required by section
# Bureay* 201 to be transmitted to Congress;
“ Dyrectar The term “ Bureau” means the Bureau of the Budget;

The term “Director” means the Director of the Bureau of the
vAgnstant  Direr. Budfm'; and

tor The term ‘‘Assistant Director” means the Assistant Director of
the Buresu of the Budget.
Tha Budge. Trre II.—Tae BUDGET.

dent to %ad,  Spe. 201, The President shall tranemit to Congress on the first

day of each regular session, the Budget, which shall set forth in

e : summary and in detail:
Gomemtes of expen- (8) Eatimates of the expenditures and appropriations necessary
dres and spproprit- 1 his judgment for the support of the Government for the ensuing
For Comgress and fiscal yeor; except that the estimates for such year for tho Legis-

Suprome Court *1th- )ative Branch of the Government snd the Supreme Court of the
United States shall be transmitted to the President on or before
October 15th of each year, and shall be included by him in the

Eatamates of reseipis Budget without revision;

o ensung yair (b) His estimates of the receipts of the Government during the
ensuing fiscal year, under (1) laws existing at the time the Budget
is transmitted and also (2) under the revenue proposals, il any,
contained in the Budget;

ittt ! (tc) Theu1 Bt: E;ig:lmes and receipts of the Government during the
a8t comple ear;

PR v gt e g (d) Ei%inﬁ:tziﬂ, of the expenditures and receipts of the Government

current year uring the fiscal year in progress;

N areiae  {e) gfl*he amount, of annu%i permanent, or other appropriations,

rent year for expendt- including balances of appropriations for prior fiscal years, available

! for expenditure during the fiscal year in progress, as of November

Comdiien of Treas. b O 8Ch year;

uratendotiastyear,  (f) Balanced statements of (1) the condition of the Treasury at

B e e vous the end of tha last completed fiscal yesr, (2) the estimated condition
of the Treasury at the end of the fiscal year in progress, and (3)
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the estimeted condition of the Treesury at the end of the ensuing
ﬁzcal %ear if the financial proposals contained in the Budget are
adopted;

(gp) All essential facts regarding the bonded and other indebted-
ness of the Government; and .

(b) Such other finencial statements and date as in his opinion are
necessary or desitable in order to make known in ell practicable
detaul the financial condition of the Government.

Sec. 202. (a) If the estimated receipts for the ensuing fiscal year
contained in the Budget, on the basis of laws existing at the time
the Budget is transmitted, plus the estimated amounts in the Treas-
ury ab the close of the fiscal year in progress, available for expend-
iture in the ensuing fiscal year, are less than the estimated expend-
ures for the ensuing fiscal aiear contained in the Budget, the Presi-
dent in the Budget shall make recommendations to Congress for new
taxes, loans, or other appropriate action to meet the estimated
deficiency.

(b} If the aggregate of such estimated yeceipts and such estimated
amounts in the Treasury is greater than such estimated expenditures
for the ensuing fiscal vea.r,%:g shall make such recommendations as
in his opinion the public interests require.

Sgo. 203. (s) Tga President from time to time may trensmit to
Congress supplemental or deficiency estimates for such sppropria-
tions or expenditures as in his judgment (1) are necessary on sccount
of laws enacted after the transmission of the Budget, or?frf) are other-
wise in the public interest. He shell accompany such estimates
with a siatement of the reasons therefor, including the reasons for
their omission from the Budget.

(b) Whenever such supﬁlemental or deficiency estimates reach an
aggregate which, if they had been contained in the Budget, would
have required the President to make a recommendation under
subdivision {a) of section 202, he shall thereupon make such
recommendation.

Sec. 204. (2) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the
contents, order, and arrangement of the estimates of appropriations
and the stotements of expenditures and estimated expenditures
contained in the Budget or transmitted under section 203, and the
nofes and other data submitted therewith, shall conform to the
requirements of existing law.

(b} Estimates for lump-sum appropriations contained in the
Budget or transmitted under section 203 shall be accompanied by
stetements showing, in such detail and form as may be necessary
to inform Congress, the manner of expenditure of such appropriations
and of the corresponding ap%mpriatione. for the fiscal year in progress
and the last completed fiscal year. Such statements shall be in lien
of atatements of like character now required by law,

Sgc. 205. The President, in additton to the Budget, shall transmit
to Congress on the first Monday in December, 1021, for the service
of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1923, only, an alternalive budget,
which shzll be prepared in such form and amounts and sceording to
such system oP classification and itemization es 1s, in his opinion,
most appropriate, with such explanatory notes and tables as may be
necessary to show where the various items embraced in the Budget
sre contgained in such elternative budget. '

Sec. 206. No estimate or request for an appropriation snd no
re:}iuest for an increase in an item of any such estumate or request,
and no recommendation as to how ithe revenue needs of the Govern-
ment should be met, shall be submitted to Congress or any com-
mittee thereof by any officer or employee of any department or
establishment, unless at the request of either House of Congress.
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piiydgel Burew te Sgo, 207. There is herebﬁcreated in the Treasury Department a

Pttt s, DUTERU 10 be known as the Bureau of the Budget. There shall be in

age Dyrsator for the Bureau & Director and en Assistant Director, who shall be ap-
¢ Amyane POIDTOL by the President and recetve saleries of 810,000 and §7,500 a
Do o At vear, respectively. The Assistant Director shell perform such duties

as the Director may designete, end dunng the absence or ineapacity of

5 the Director or during & vacancy 1n the office of Director he shall ect
FunctionsofBuresi g3 Director. The Bureau, under such rules and regulations ns the
President may prescribs, shall prepars for him the Budget, the

alternative Budget, and any supplemental or deficiency estimates,

and to this end shall have authority to assemble, correlate, revise,

reduce, or increase the estimates of the seversl departments or

. establishments.
ﬁ&ﬂ%ﬂ,’?ﬁ Sro. 208. (2) The Director, under such rules and regulations a5 the
prmae, ofe. President may prescribe, shall appoint and fix the compensation of

attorneys and other employees and make expenditures for rent in
the District of Columbia, printing, binding, telegrams, telephone
service, law books, books ofp reference, periodicels, stetionery, furm-
ture, office equipment, other supplies, and necessary expenses of the
office, within the appropriations made therefor.

Poy restnction. (b) No_person apFomted by the Director shall be paid & selary
at a rate in excess ol $6,000 2 year, and not more than four persons
so eppointed shall be paid a salary 2t & rate in excess of 5,000 a year.

g PRLctOm of et («S All employees in the Burean whose compensation is at g rate
of $5,000 & year or less shall be appointed in accordance with the
civil-sarvica laws and regulutions. .

erapioae o;rw:;u"fn?f:aj (d} The Jnrovisions of law prohibiting the transfer of employees of

antil fune 30, 1922 eygcutive départments and independent establishments until after

Vo34 b #9.  gsarvice of three years shall not agply during the fiscal years ending
June 30, 1921, and June 30, 1922, to the transfer of employces to
the Bureau.

sieren s pay (@) The Bureau shall not be construed to be a bureau or office
GUBAOL TUAL e croated since January 1, 1916, so as to delﬂrive employees therein of
' " the additional compensation allowed civilian employees under the
provisions of section 6 of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial
Appropriation Act for the fiscal vears ending June 30, 1921, and

June 30, 1822, if otherwise entitled thereto.
pldtated siuds by Gpo. 209. The Bureau, when directed by the President, shell
greater ﬂmﬁuﬁ make o detailed study of the departments and establishments for
prriy the purpose of enabling the President to determine what changes
(with a view of securing greater economy and efficiency in the con-
duct of the public service} should be made in (1) the existing organi-
zation, activities, and methods of business of such departments or
establishments, (2) the epproprintions therefor, (3) the assignment

Benart 10 Presdeat of particular activities to particular services, or (4) tho regrouping

ofreentts o cot of services. The results of such study shall be embodied in a re-
raanamitiel 10 €2 port or reports to the President, who may transmit to Congress
such report or reports or any part thereof with his recommenda-
tions on the matters covered thereby. .
ek o fer. . SE0. 210. The Bureau shall prepare for the President a codifica-
penditures snd esti- tion of all lawe or parts of laws relating to the preparation and
Pacaded. oo ™ trapamission to Congress of statements of receipts end expendi-

be cadifled.
jarrsnsmurtalby Prés- tyres of the Government and of estimates of appropriations. Tha
dstions for changes, President shall transmit the same to Congress on or befors the first
e Monday in December, 1921, with a recommendsation as to the
c]f:m:ngea which, in his opinion, should be made in such laws or parts
of laws.
Estimatestobecom:  Spg, 211, The powers and duties relating to the compiling of
Pl s, sec soto, p estimates now conferred and imposed upon the Division of Book-
o keeping and Warrants of the office of the Secretary of the Treasury

are transferred to the Burean.
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Sec. 212. The Bureau shall, at the request of any committee of ioftrmaucn io Con-
either House of Congress having jurisdiction over revenue or appro-
priations, furnish the committee such aid and information as it may
request.

wc. 213. Under such regulations as the President may pre-  oopermoot, o
scribe, (1) every depa.r.tmentgt:alnd establishment shall furnjshytopthe to Bureay
Bureeu such information as the Bureau may from time to time , .. 1o recorss,
require, and (2) the Director and the Assistant Director, or any eto, focexumnotion
employee of the Bureau when duly authorized, shall, for the pur- )
pose of securing such information, have access to, and the right to
examine, any books, documents, papers, or records of any such de-
partment or estabhshment. : Budeet o .

Sec. 214, {(n) The head of each dega.rtmenb and establishment sepaninens, eie, 10
shall designate an official thereof as budget officer therefor, who, pronire estimates
in each year under his direction aud en or before a date fixed by
him, shall prepare the departmentel estimatea.

(b) Sucl'IlJ budget officer shall also prepare, under the direction of ,Surpemental, ete,
the head of the department or establishment, such supplemental and
deficiency estimates as may be required for its work.

Seo. 215. The head of sach department and establishment shall | Revisin and sub
revise the departmental estimates and submit them to the Bureau on dopstiments, et
or before September 15 of each year. In case of his failure so to do, oriirare - 1 °*°
the President shall cause to be prepared such estimates and data as
are necessary to enable him to include in the Budget estimates and
statements in respect to the work of such department or establish-
ment.

Seo. 216. The departmental estimates and any supplemental or _Fom, eta, of osti-
deficiency estimates submitted to the Buresu by the head of any s oo
department or establishment shall be prepared and submitted in sue
form, menner, and detail as the Presigent. may prescribe.

Skc. 217. For expenses of the establishment and maintenance of B ik e LTl
the Bureau there is appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury reau A
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $225000, to continue avail-
able during the fiacal year ending June 30, 1922.

Trree 111 —GexeraL Accoontmvng OFFIOE. oftaneral Accounting

Seo. 301. There is created an establishment of the Government to _Creaied es an inde-
be known ns the General Accounting Office, which shall be independ- Heni, ander. Comp-
ent of the executive departments and under the control and direction troller General:
of the Comptroller General of the United States. The offices of 1o s ReonaPiron
Comptroller of the Treasury and Assistant Comptroller of the Treas- Assistant,abolshed.
ury are ebolished, to take effect July 1, 1921. All other officers and | Pesonnel, tecurds,
employees of the offica of the Comptroller of the Treasury shall be- sgnéd te tenora Ac
come officers and employees in the General Accounting Office at their %228 O
grades and salaries on July 1, 1921, and all books, records, docu- '
ments, a'lﬁers furniture, office e%l;lpment. and other property of the
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury shall become the property
of the General Accounting Office. The Comptroller General is auy- eslof Office
thorized to adopt a seal for the General Accounting Office.

SEc. 302. There shall be in the General Accounting Office & Comp- , Comptrsiler General
troller General of the United States and an Assistent Comptroller appainied 0
General of the United States, who shall be appointed by the President
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall receive salaries > ! Assist
of $10,000 and $7,500 a year, Tespectively. The Assistant Comp- uties of Assistant
troller General shafl perform such duties as may be assigned to him
b{ the Comptroller General, and during the absence or incapacit
of the Comptroller General, or during a vacancy in that office, shall
act as Comptroller General.

SEc. 303. Except as hereinafter provided in this section, the Comp~ Tenure of offico, stc.
troller General and the Assistant Comptroller General shall hold

Splanes
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Mothod ana ste OTECE for fiftean years. The Comptroller General shell not be aligible
causes dor - remova) TOr reappointment. The Comptroller General or the Assistant Comp-
speciled troller General mey be removed at any time by joint resolution of
Congress after notice and hearing, when, in the judgment of Congress,
the Comptroller General or Assistant Comptrollar General has become

permanently incapacitated or hag baen inefficient, or guilty of neglect
of duty, or of melfeasance in_office, or of any felony or conduct

Heapporntment for. AYOLVINE moral turpitude, end for no other cause and in no other
atden” e T manner except by impeachment. Any Comptroller General or Assist-
ant Comptroller General removed in the mapmer herein provided
shall be ineligible for reappointment to that office. VVhen a Comp-
troller General or Assistant Comptroller General attains the age of

Duties of Compiror. 98VEDLY years, he shall be retired from his office.

Yerolthe Treasurr e SEC. 304. All powers and duties now conferred or imposed by law
Auduars, end of pe~ y non the Comptroller of the Treasury or the six auditors of the Tress-

I leclge . P :
Ty Boockesplag, ote , 11 Department, and the duties of the Division of Bookkeeping and

Féﬂfﬂﬂ}‘.ﬁsﬁméﬂgﬁ Warrants of the Office of the Secretary of the Trensury relating to
ag Ofce. keeping the personal ledger nccounts of disbursing and collecting
officers, shall, s0 far as not inconsistent with this Act, be vested in
ity o sounes 884 impoged upon th General Accounting Office and be exercised
balanoes without direction from any other officer. The balances certified by
Revision ofauditars t18 Comptroller General shali be final and conelusive upon the execu-
setemonts alier July tive branch of the Government. The revision by the Comptroller
e "% General of settlaments made by the six auditors shall be discontinued,
Pastsl servics except as to settlements made before July 1, 1921,
plurean or Avounts,  The administrative examinetion of the accounts and vouchers of
ment, crasted for ad- the Postal Service now imposed by law upon the Auditor for the Post
e emamine (Office Department shell be performed on and after July 1, 1921, by
pesmpielies tor, 30 n bureau in the Post Office Department to be known as the Buresu
‘ of Accounts, which is hereby established for thet purpose. The
Bureau of Accounts shall be under the direction of a Comptroller,
Daties to te per. WhO shall be appointed by the President with the advice and consent
formed. of the Senate, and shall receive n salary of §5,000 a year. The Com
troller shall perform the administretive duties now performed by the
Salary of Autitor AUditor for the Post Office Department and such other duties in
transiefred relation thereto as the Postmaster General may direct. Tha ap[};m
vel-4lp 8. priation of $5,000 for the salary of the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment for thefiscal year 1922 is transferred and made available for
the salm¥ of the Comptroller, Bureau of Accounts, Post Office Depart-
ment. The officers and employees of the Office of the Auditor for
the Post Office Department engaged in the administrative examina-
tion of accounts shall become officars and employees of the Bureaa
of Accounts at their grades and salaries on July 1, 1921. The appro-
priations for splaries and for contingent and miscellaneous expenses
and tabulating equipment for such office for the fiscal year 1922,
and all books, records, documents, papers, furniture, oftice equip-
ment, and other progert. shall be apportioned between, transferred
to, and mada availebla fgr the Bureau of Accounts and the General
Pubhcacconnts, | ccounting Office, respectively, on the basis of duties transferred.
R §, 550,240, 9, %Eﬁ. 305, Section 236 of the Revised Statutes is smended to read
fmes as follows:
Justmont " iheeeet uy  “Se0, 236. All claims and demands whatever by the Government
Qeneral  accounting of the United States or sgainst it, and all aceounts whatever in which
the Government of the United States is concerned, either as debtor
or crec};\bor, shell be settled and adjusted in the General Accounting

Azo relitoment

Transier of pergan-
nel,

Apfpro riatipns
transterred,

127‘;101 1l, pp. 119,

Lve e emier ~ Seg. 306. All laws relating generally to the administration of the
Ettact of comes ot UEPartments and establishrents shall, so far as applicable, gavern
rcords, eic, a3 ovi- the General Accounting Office. Copies of any books, Tecords, papers,
or documents, and transeripts from the books and proceedings of the
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Genersl Accounting Office, when certified by the Comptroller General
or the Assistont Coraptroller General under its senl, shall be admutied
as evidence with the same effect as the copres and transcripts referred  , o w0 i
to 1n sections 882 and 836 of the Revised Statutes. p ez’ T

Sec. 307. The Comptroller General may provide for the payment ioha s tuoss a1
of nccounts or claims adjusted and settled in the General Accounting bursing oficers
Office, through disbursing officers of the several depariments an
establishments, insteed of by warrant. a

Stc. 308. The duties now eppertaning to the Division of Public wranared tom Bam
Mimeys of the Office of the Secretary of %he Treasury, 80 far es they I jeness Duosian o
relate to the covering of revenues and repayments into the Treasury, sison Y
the 1ssue of duplicate checks end warrants, and the certification of
outstanding liabilities for payment, shall be performed by the Division
%f Bnokkecping and Warrants of the Qffice of the Secretary of the

reasury.

SEC.?OQ. The Comptroller General shall prescribe the forms, BYS- coaue o accomit,
tems, end procedure for administrative appropriation and fund e, iobeprescrbed
accounting in the several departments and establishments, and for
the administrative examination of fiscal officers’ accounts and claims
against the Unmited States.

SEc. 310. The offices of the six auditors shall be abolished, to take aonmn * 224%™
effect July 1, 1921. All other officers and employecs of these offices | Personnal, o,
except as otherwise provided herein shell become officers and em- ing Ofice.
ployees of the General Accounting Office et their grades and salaries
on July 1, 1921. All books, records, documents, papers, furniture,
office equipment, and other property of these offices, and of the
Dhvision of Bookkeeping and Warrants, so far as they relate to the
work of such division transferred by section 304, shall become the . ofiice

roperty of the Genernl Accounting Office.  The General Accounting roorns wangried

ffice shall occupy temporarily the rooms now eccupied by the office
of the Comptroller of the Treasury and the six auditors.

Seo. 311. (a) The Comptroiler General shall appoint, remove, and ihoerees by Comp:
fix the compensation of such attorneys and other employees in the troiter Genea
Een]eral Accounting Office as may from time to tune be provided for

y law.

{(b) All such appointments, except to positions carrying a salary ,AfRigation of et
st a rate of mora Ehan 55,000 a year,p shall Ee made in a.ccorga.nce with ©T
the civil-service laws and regulations.

(c) No person appointed by the Comptroller General shall bo paid o7 restacilons.

& salary et & rate of more than $6,000 a year, and not more than four
persons shall be paid a salary at a rate of more than $5,000 a year.

(d) All officers and employees of the General Accounting Office, , Asugrment of du-
whether transferred thereto or appointed by the Comptroller General,
shall perform such duties as mai be assigned to them by him.

(e) All official acts performed by such officers or employees specially pioren iy oo
desigmated therefor by the Comptroller General shall have the same fonmc
force end effect ns though performed by the Comptroller General in
person. .

() The Comptroller General shall make such roles and regulations (b, o e o
as may be necessary for carrying on the work of the General Account-
ing Office, including rules and re%;llat.ions concerning the edmission
of attorneys to prectice before such office.

Sec. 312. {a) The Comptroller General shall investigate, at the [vemies To of
sent of government or elsewhere, ell matters relating to the receipt, 8i fetters teisting 18
disbursement, and application of public funds, and shall make to
the President when requested by him, and to Congress at the begin-
ming of each regular session, a report in writing of the work of the
General Accounting Office, containing recommendations concernin hyﬁl&%gﬁg?ﬁﬂi
the legislation he may deem nceessary to facilitate the prompt ang pate pccurale rends
accurate rendition and settlement of accounts and concerning such )
other matters relating to the receipt, dishbursement, and application
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ana Spcaterecomtny of pyblic funds a8 he may think edvisable: In such regular report
Lio exponditures. or in special reports at any time when Congress is in session, he shall
make recommendations looking to greater economy or efficiency in
doental ues., PUbHC expenditures, .
tons.atc,whenarer. () He shall make such investigations end reports as shall be
w by Canprassrcom- grdared by either House of Congress or by any committes of either
House having jurisdiction over revenus, appropriations, or expendi-
tures. The Comptroller Generel shall slso, at the request of any
such committee, direct assistants from his office to furnish the com-
mittee such aid and information ag it may request.
coputial reprs @ (¢) The Comptroller Generel shell specially report to Congress
depsriments,ato. every expenditure or coniract made by any department or estab-
. lishment in any year in violation of Jaw.
mentar spaminenon _(d) He shall submit to Congress reports upon the adequacy 2nd
and snspoenon of 3¢ effectiveness of the edministrative examination of eccounts and
ST claims in the respective departments and establishments and upon
the adequacy and effectiveness of departmentsl inspection of the
offices and accounts of fiscal officers.
,&“‘ﬁ;ﬁ:“‘:&%é“‘&: {e) He shell furnish such information relating to expenditures and
quested sccounting to the Bureau of the Budget as it may request from time
to time,
piportments 10 W™ Spc, 313. All departments and establishments shall furnish to the
thetrecivnies, ¢ic  Comptroller General such information regerding the powers, duties,
activities, organization, financial transactions, and methads of busi-
ness of their respective offices s be may from time to time require of
oo to vl tham. gnd the Comptroller General, or any of his assistants or
employees, when duly suthorized by him, shall, for the purpose of
securing such information, have access to and the right to examine
Diplemstis _emer- 80 books, documents, papers, or records of any such department or
gnisercopted o establishment. The authority contained in this section shall not
) ' be applicable to expenditures mede under the provisions of section
291 of the Revised Statutes.
congible It an.  Sro. 314. The Civil Service Commission shall establish an eligible
shed register for accountants for the General Accounting Office, and the -
examinations of applicants for entrance upon such register shall be
based upon questions approved by the Comptroller General.
e ot SEc. 315. (a) All appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30,
ernebauted, 1922, for the offices ofp tha Comptroller of the Treasury and the six
o " PP 7 auditors, are transferred to and made svailsble for the General
Accounting Office, except as otherwise provided herein.
peg e in tracsler- (b) During such fiscal year the Comptroller General, within the
authorized durlog 82° limit of the total appropriations avatable for the General Accountm%
L Office, may meke such changes in the number and compensation o
officers and employees appointed by bim or transferred to the General
Provarionsts share SrCCOUNtINE Office under this Act as may be necessary. .
of nppropmanens fer  {¢) Thera shall also be transferred to the General Accounting Office
B isose i “Freaory SUCh portions of the appropriations for yent and contingent and mis-
paboriment, cellanagus expenses, including allotments for {)nutmg and binding,
" mada for the Treasury Department for the fiscal yerr ending June 30,
1922, as are equal to the amounts expended {rom similar appropna-
tions during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1921, by the Treasury
Department for the oﬁivces of the Comptroﬂer of the Treasury and
A Lons Tho 81X suditors, ) .
made” avemame s (d) During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1022, the sppropria-
Accounungoftee.  fiong and portions of appropriations referred to in this section sball
be availa.blile for salaries and expenses of the General Accounting
Office, including payment for rent in the District of Columha,
traveling expenses, toe purchase and exchange of law books, books
of reference, and for all necessary miscellaneous and contingent
expenses.
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Seo. 316. The General Accounting Office and the Bureau of
Accounts shell not be construed to be a buresu or office created since
January 1, 1916, so as to deprive employees therein of the additional
compensetion allowed civilian employees under the provisions of
section 6 of the Lemslative, Executive, and Judicial Appropriation
Act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922, if otherwise entitled
thereto.

Skc. 317. The provisions of law prohibiting the transfer of em-
ployees of executive departments and mdependent establishments
until after service of three years shall not apply during the fiscel
year ending June 30, 1922, to the transfer of employees to the General
Accounting QOffica.

Sec. 318. This Act shall take effect upon its mpproval by the
President: Provided, That sections 301 to 317, inclusive, Tolating to
the General Accounting Office and the Bureau of Accounts, shall
take effect July 1, 1021,

Approved, June 10, 1921.

CHAP. 19.—An Act For the Eublic gale of post-office sita on the west aide of
South Main Street, in the city of Bethlehem, Penngylvania

Be it enacted by the Senafe and House of Representatives of the Uniled
States of Americe in Congress assembled, That ihe Secretary of the
Treasury be, and he is"gl’;g'eby, guthorized and directed to sell at
public sale the post-office site and buildings thereon erected, situate
on the west side of South Main Street, in the city of Betblehem, Penn-
sylvania, after proper advertisement, and at such time and upon
such terms as he may deem for the best interests of the United States,
{or & sum not less than $20,000, and to execute and deliver to the pur-
chaser the usual quit-claim deed therefor, and to deposit the proceeds
derived from such sale in the Treasury of the United Stales us a
miscellaneous receipt.

Approved, June 10, 1921.

CHAP. 30.—Au Act To amoend section 407 of 1he Transportation Act of 1920,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

Stales of America in Congress assembled, That seation 107 of the :

Transportation Act of 1920 bs, and it 13 hereby, amended by adding
thersto & new paragraph designated as paragraph (9), as lollows:
“(9) Upon application of one or more telephone companies for
authority to consolidate their properties or a part thereof into a
single company, or for authority for one or more such companies
to acquire the whole or any part of the property of another telephone
company or other telephone companies or the contrel thereof by
the purchase of securities or by lease or in any other like manner,
when such consolidated company would be subject to this Aet, the
commission shall fix a time end place for a public hearing upon such
application and shall therenpon give reasonable notice in writing
to the governor of each of the States in which the physical property
aﬂ'ectea', or any part thereof, 18 situeted, and to the State pubhc
servica commission or other regulatory body, if any, having juris-
diction over telephone compantes, and to such other persons es it
mncf' deem advisable. After such public hearing, if the commission
finds that the proposed consolidation, acquisition, or control will be
of advantage to the persons to whom service is to be rendered and
in the public interest, it shall certify to that effect; and thereupon
any Act or Acts of C'ongress making the proposed trensaction un-
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