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have been, rendered homeless or are in needy circumstances as the 
reaul t of the recent flood due to the overflow of the Arkansas River and 
its tnbutaries, and in executing this joint reaolution, the Secretary 
of War is directed so fax as possible to cooperate with the authorities 
of the State of CJolorado, ai d the mayors of such cities on the Arkanaas 
Hirer or its tnbutarics aa may have sustained damages. 

Approved, June 8, 1921. 

June 10,19S1. 
t^ 'w*) CHAP. 18.—An Act To provide a nation^] budcet system and an icdependent 

IPubtic. No 131 ftiidit oi Government accounts, and lor othei pnrpoeea. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of EepTesentatives ofthe United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 

B u d g e t Bud Ac-

^'"^^^' ' ' ' '«• TTTLE L - D E F I N I T I O N S . 

Title of Act SEcnoN 1. This Act may be cited as the "Budget and Accounting 
Act, 1921." 

MoimnRofterms ^ ^ ^ g . W h e n USSd IQ t h i s A c t — 
KtowSiMM" "̂  The terms "department and estabUshment" and "department or 

establishment" mean any executive department, independent com-
consrow and Su- ̂ ifislon, board, bureau, oflSce, agency^ or other eatabliahment of the 

pnina Court, not in- Govemment, iflcluding the municipal government of tbe District 
'^^^^ of Columbia, but do not include the Legislative Branch of the Gov-

"Th n d« '• sraJ^ent' or the Supreme Court of the United States; 
o udget rpî ^ terra, " the Budget" means the Budget required by section 

"Bureau*' ^^^ '̂̂  ^^ transmitted to Cofigress; 
"Directoi" ' ^ ^ **^°^ "Buxeau" means the Bureau of the Budget; 

The term "Director" means the Director of the Bureau of the 
"Aaaistont Bjrec J^^dget; and 

tor" " The term "Assistant Director" means the Assistant Director of 
the Bureau of the Budget. 

' ^ ' ' ^ - TITLE I I . - T H E BUTDOET. 

oiS'i'S^w ^nff^' SEC. 201. The President shall transmit to Congress on the first 
day of each regular session, the Budget, which shall set forth in 
summary and in detail: 

Esti^tL or expoi- (a) Estimates of the expenditures and appropriations necessary 
KfoT^^i^**?^?' ^ ^ ^ judgment for the support of the Govemment for the ensuing 

For Congress and fiscal year; except that the estimates for such year for tho Legis-
ouTĴ Sjra*"̂  "" ' ' lative Branch of the Govemment and the Supreme Court of the 

United States shall be transmitted to the President on or before 
October 15th of each year, and shall be included by him in the 

EfltintttMorrecftipu ^^^g^t Without revision; 
torensuineya.'ir (b) His estimates of the receipts of the Govemment during the 

ensuing fiecal year, under (1) laws exiaUng at the time tbe Budget 
is transmitted and also (2) under the revenue proposals, if any, 
contained in the Budget; 

aSWthM!^"?^?' (c) The expenditures and receipts of the Govermnent during the 
last completed fiscal year; 

<iiLî M*dfrei«Ŝ ls?r (d) Estimates of the expenditures and receipts of the Govemment 
current year during the fiscal year in progress; 
N^^mC flTBrSr^^m! ̂ )̂ Th^ amount of annual,^ permanent, or other appropriations, 
rent ynar (or expend!- including balances of appropriations for prior fiscal years, available 
'" '" for expenditure during the fiscal year in progress, as of November 

conartico oi Tn»»- ^ °^ such year; 
(iryaiendotiMtyflar, (f) Balanced statements of (1) the condition of the Treasury at 
?SiSd^^ii?y^" the end of the last completed fiscal year, (2) the estimated condition 

of the Treasury at the end of the fiscal year in progress, and (3) 
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the estimated condition of the Treasury at the end of the ensuing 
fiscal year if the financial proposals contained in the Budget are 

(g) All essential facts regarding the bonded and other indebted- aon'Ŝ "̂™'̂  *" ' 
ness of the Government; and ^ ^̂ ^̂  ^̂  ̂ ^^ 

(h) Snch other financial statements and data as in his opinion aro ciaidrndjuw.'* 
necessary or desirable m order to make known in all practicable 
detail the financial condition of the Government. 

SEC. 202. (a) If the estimated receipts for the ensuing fiscal year la mKt Xfl™cncrS 
contained in the Budget, on the basis of lavra existing at the time i^siT^a^p^pw^"/-
the Budget is transmitted, plus the estimated amounts m the Treas- penditurea 
ury at the close of the fiscal year in progress, available for expend­
iture in the ensuing fiscaJ vear, are leas than the estimated expend­
itures for the ensnins fiscal year contained in the Budget, the Presi­
dent in the Budget shall maKO recommendations to Congress for new 
taxes, loans, or other appropriate action to meet the estimated 
deficiency. ^^ 

(b) If the aggregate of such estimated receipts and such estimated propos^^mturM 
amounts in the Treasury is greater than such estimated expenditures J^CM" *̂ '̂™**̂  *̂̂  
for the ensuing fiscal year, no shall make such recommendations aa 
in his opinion the public interests require. 

SEC. 203. (a) The President from time to time may transmit to ficiMcy^uJ '̂w a* 
Congress supplemental or deficiency estimates for such appropria- ŝ ?ye^?>iSwr̂ "''"̂  
tions or expenditures as in hia judgment (1) are necessary on account 
of laws enacted after the transmission of the Budget, or (2) are other-
vrise in the public interest. He shall accompany such estimates co^^ f °̂̂ ' '° *°" 
with a statement of the reasons therefor, including the reasons for 
their omission from the Budget. ReronunaKiationa ir 

(b) Whenever such supplemental or deficiency estimates reach an exceeduweaitmatedre-
aggregate which, if they had been contained in the Budget, would """"• 
have required the President to make a recommendation imder 
subdivision (a) of section 202, he shall thereupon make snch 
recommendation. 

SEC. 204. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the mcn""f*'̂ c.nSStfi 
contents, order, and airangement of the estimates of appropriations efc,nmunu«i 
and the statements of expenditures and estimated expenditures 
contained in the Budget or transmitted under section 203, and the 
notes and other data submitted therewith, shall conform to the 
requiTMaents of e a t i n g law. _ . . . ^ st̂ tcmeau to ac 

(b) iistimatea tor lump-sum appropnations contained m the company imnp tam 
Budget or transmitted under section 203 shall be accompanied by **'"°^^" 
statements showing, in such detail and form as may be necessary 
to inform Congress, the manner of expenditure of such appropriations 
and of the corresponding appropriations for the fiscal year in progress in iieu oi present re-
and the last completed fiscal year. Such statements shall be in lieu qii'̂ mentK 
of atatements of like character now required by law. AiMmatire budget 

SEO. 205. The President, in addition to the Budget, shall transmit tnr QSCBI year ira, to 
to Congress on the first Monday in December, 1921, for the service "̂ "̂ "̂"̂ '̂ "̂  
of the fiscal year ending June 30 1923, only, an alternative budget, â™. r«oaunen<ta-
whicn shall be proparea m such form and amounts and according to tkonfl.etc 
such system of classification and itemization aa is, in his opinion, 
most appropriate, with such explanatory notes and tables as may be 
necessary to show where the various items embraced in the Budget 
are contained in such altemative budget. 

SEC. 206. No_ estimate or request for an appropriation and no naS'^of°°«K£ 
request for an increase m on item of any such estimate or request, cic.byotheroffloerBor 
and no recommendation as to how the revenue needs of the Govern- ^"'*°^"* 
ment should be met, shall be submitted to Congress or any com-
mittpe thereof by any officer or employee of any department or 
establishment, unless at the request of either House of Congress. 
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atSf^ySSjy DS". SEO. 207. There is hereby created in the Treasur? Departraent n 
pnrtmadt Bureau to be known as the Bureau of the Budget. There shall be in 
a ^ ' ^ r ^ A r ^̂  the BuToau a Director and an Assistant Director, who shall be ap­

pointed by the President and receive salaries of $10,000 and 37,500 a 
Diwto'r * ^ year, respectively. The Assistant Director shall perform such duties 

as the Director may designate, and dunng the absence or incapacity of 
the Director or during a vacancy m the office of Director he shall act 

PifflcnonsotBurwu. ^ d i rec tor . The Bureau, under such rules and regulations as the 
President m a y prescribe, shall prepare for him the Budget, the 
al temative Budget, and any supplemental or deficiency estimates, 
and to this end shall have authori ty to assemble, correlate, revise, 
reduce, or increase the estimates of the several depar tments or 
establishments. 

i«^°T^r°?™SX SEO. 208. (a) The Director under such rules and regulations aa tbe 
prnwâ o"- President may prescribe, shall appoint and fix the compensation of 

a t tomeys and other employees and make expenditures for rent in 
the District of Columbia, printing, binding, telegrams, telephone 
service, law books, books of reference, periodicals, stationery, furni­
ture, office equipment, othor supplies, and necessary expenses of the 
office, within the appropriations made therefor. 

payTtfitrictwn. ^ j No person appomted by the Director sliaJl be paid a salary 
at a rate in excess of 36,000 a year, and not more than four persons 
so appointed shall be paid a salary at a ra te in excess of $5j000 a year. 

ser̂ T^Vwâ etc W All employees m the Bureau whose compensation is a t a ra te 
of $5,000 a year or less shall be appointed in accordance with the 
civil-service laws and regulations. 

eiSydw "peStri (d) The provisious of law prohibiting the transfer of employees of 
anttiJupe30,1922. executlve dfepartments and mdependent establishments tmtil after 

Vol. 3*, p. M9. service of three years shall not apply dunng the fiscal years ending 
June 30, 1921, and June 30, 1922, to the transfer of employees to 
the Bureau. 

A D o K d d j S i j ^ (e) The Bureau shall not be construed to be a bureau or office 
*'^Vi'pp'"i»!) lif" crs**'^*^ since January 1, 1916, so as to deprive employees therein of 

the additional compensation allowed civilian employees under the 
provisions of section 6 of the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
Appropriation Act for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1921, and 
June 30, 1922, if otherwise entitled thereto. 

E^ncr'^Mc^ur^ S E C . 209. The Bureau, when directed by the President, shall 
SSjMc/*™m™puiî  make a detailed study of the departments and establishments for 
aattw." the purpose of enablmg the President to de tennme what changes 

(with a view of securing greater economy and efficiency in the con­
duct of the public service) should be made in (1) the existing organj-
zationj activities, and methods of business of such departments or 
estabhshments, (2) the appropriations therefor, (3) the assignment 

^ j ^ of particular activities to particular services, or (4) tho regjrouping 
ofn^fl "^ ° of services. The results oi such s tudy shall be embodied m a re-
^aoanuttai to CM-pQj,t ^jj. reports to the President, who may transmit to Congress 

such report or reports or any par t thereof with his recommenda­
tions on the matters covered thereby. 

pa^r."«^pt"lnK SEO. 210. The Bureau shall prepare for the President a codifica-
penditures Md esti- tioo of all laws Or parts of laws relating to the preparation and 
WMdiflii. ^ ^ ^ transmission to Congress of s tatements of receipts and expendi-
td^^^uh'roro^^ tures of the Govemment and of estimates of appropriations. Tha 
dfltims fw chonEcs, President shall transmit the same to Congress on or nefore the first 
"^ Monday in_ December, 1921, with a recommendation as to the 

changes which, in his opinion, should be made in such laws or par ts 
of laws, 

^imsteatobocom- gj-g^ 211. The powers and duties relating to the compiling of 
^B.B,aec JMB, p estimates now conferred and imposed upon the Division of Book-
' ^ keeping and Warranta of the office of the Secretory of the Treasury 

are transferred to the Bureaa. 
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SEC. 212. Tho Bureau shall, at tho request of any committee of grSXaTequraî ^"" 
either House of Congress having jurisdiction over revenue or appro­
priations, furnish the committee such aid and information as it may 
request. 

SEC. 213. Under such regulations as the President may pr&- to&hkSSJinaum 
scribe, (1) every department and establishment shall furnish to the '» Bureau 
Bureau such information as the Bureau may from time to time j^^^ ,^ , ^̂  re«rdj, 
require, and (2) tho Director and the Assistant Director, or any «to, be esammatLon ' 
employee of the Bureau when duly authorized, shall, for the pur­
pose of securing such information, nave access to. and the right to 
examine, any books, documents, papers, or records of any such de­
partment or establishment. B d t m r 

SEC. 214. (a) The head of each department and establishment iepartmenu, et?, to 
shall designate an official thereof as budget officer therefor, who, f^f^J" eatmatea 
in each year imder his direction and on or before a date fixed by 
him, shall prepare the departmental estimates. 

(b) Such budget officer shall also prepare, under the direction of «f,S™'°^'''' ̂ ^" 
the head of the department or establishment, such supplemental and 
deficiency estimates as may be required for its work. 

SEO. 215. The head of each department and estabhshment shall ^t^°b°y V'̂ ijl"^! 
revise the departmental estimates and submit them to the Bureau on do«irtmeii[3,etc 
or before September 15 of each year. In case of his failure so to do^ of(aituro""°° '" *'***' 
the President shall cause to be prepared snch estimates and data as 
are necessary to enable him to mclude in the Budget estimates and 
statements in respect to the work of such department or establish­
ment. 

SEO. 216. The departmental estimates and any supplemental or F«nn, «to ^̂of osti-
deficiency est imate submitted to the Bureau by the nead of any scnb'sd ° '"̂ ^ 
department or establishment shall be prepared and submitted in such 
form, manner, and detail as the President may prescnbe. 

SEC. 217. For expenses of the establishment and maintenance of e,uDn|^eic, v -̂
the Bureau there is appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury "au 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 3225,000, to continue avail­
able during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922. 

Trn-E III .—GENERAL ACCOONTINO OFFICE. n^"°™' Accoimtmg 

SEO. 301. There is created an establishment of the Government to f̂ ^̂ ^̂ " \aLk?h"-
be known as the General Accountmg Office, which shall be mdepend- mcni., ander comp-
ent of the executive departments and under the control and direction *'o"«'̂ «"'̂ '*'-
of the Comptroller General of the United States. The offices of i,,**onb?Tt«su°r?and 
Comptroller of the Treasury and Assistant Comptroller of the Treas- AMisiant.aboUihed. 
ury are abolished, lo take effect July 1, 1921. All other officers and ^ Personnel, j«Md3, 
employees of the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury shall be- 3i(̂ «rt*o"(̂ eoorê  A^ 
come officers and employees in the General Accountmg Office at their c"'^""* ooice. 
grades and salaries on July 1, 1921, and all books, records, docu­
ments, papers, furniture, office equipment and other property of the 
offiice ot the Comptroller of the Treasury shall become tne property 
of the General Accounting Office. The Comptroller Greneral is au- seaioromce 
thorized to adopt a seal for the GenersJ Accounting Office. 

SEC. 302. There shall be in the General Accounting Office a Comp- ani'^&u^f^'urhi 
troUer General of the Umted States and an Assistant Comptroller appoinwd ^̂  ° ^ 
General of the United States, who shall be appointed by the President ĝ ĵ ĵĵ  
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall receive salaries 
of $10,000 and $7,500 a year, respectively. The Assistant Comp­
troller General shall perform such duties as may be assigned to him 
by the Comptroller General, and during the absence or incapacity 
ot the Comptroller General, or during a vacancy in that office, shall 
act as Comptroller General. 

SEC. 303. Except as hereinafter provided in this section, the Comp- Tenure of office, «tc. 
troUer General and tho Assistant Comptroller General shall hold 

Dntiefi of Assistant 
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Method and officc foF fifteen yesTs. The Comptroller General shall not be eligible 
caûM jor̂ r̂amOTai for reappointment. The Comptroller General or the Assistant Comp-
Hpocifled troUer General may be removed at any time by joint resolution of 

Congress after notice and hearing, when, in the judgment of Congress, 
the Comptroller General or Assistant Comptroller General has become 
permanently incapacitated or has been inefficient, or guilty of neglect 
of duty, or of malfeasance in office, or of any felony or conduct 
involving moral turpitude, and for no other cause and in no other 

biddeS °̂'" °*°'' "" maimer except by impeachment. Any Comptroller General or Assist­
ant Comptroller General removed in the manner herein provided 

sore iromont gij^n bo ineligible for reappointment to that offica "When a Comp­
troller General or Assistant Comptroller General attains the age of 

of c troi so^^^t'J years, he shall be retired from his office. 
kroiili^:^^,ihe SEO. 304. All powers and duties now conferred or imposed bv law 
ŝ ônaMftfceTLSLTnS upoH the Comptroller of the Treasury or the sLx auditxjrs of the t reas-
iiy Bootkeepinc, etc, y w Department, and the duties of the Division of Bookkeeping and 
peDdê Syin̂ Aceoujir Warrants of the CHEce of the Secretary of the Treasury relatmg to 
ln«omce. keeping the peraonal ledger accounts of disbursing and collecting 

officers, shall, so far as not inconsistent with this Act. be vested in 
Finaijtr of uRed ^^^ imposed Upon the General Accounting Office ana be exercised 

baianSw ° '̂ ^ without direction from any other officer. The balances certified by 
Revigioo otaudiiora' th^ ComptroUeT General shall be final and conclusive upon the execu-

""Jard" M"!'" ed"̂  *̂ ®̂ branch of the Government. The revision by the Comptroller 
' "'̂ **" "*" Generalof settlements made by the six auditors sholl be discontinued, 

Pojtaiien-ice except as to Settlements made before July 1, 1921. 
PMt^mM'^^"''rt: ' ^ ^ administrative examination of the accounts and vouchers of 
ment, croaied foTad- the Postol Service HOW imposed by law upon the Auditor for the Post 
noHaSn"""'"*" Office Department shall be performed on and after July 1, 1921, by 
ba^MouS? ^ '̂ ^ * bureau iu the Post Office Department to be known as the Bureau 

of Accoimts, which is hereby established for that purpose. The 
Bureau of Accounts shall be under the direction of a Comptroller, 

Duties to be per- who shoU be appointed by the President with the advice and consent 
formed. Q{ ^ Q Sena te , and shall receive a salary of $5,000 a year . T h e Comp-

troUar shall perform the adminis t ra t ive dut ies now performed by the 
Salary of Auditor ^ u d i t o r for t he Pos t Office D e p a r t m e n t and such other dut ies in 

tranaiemd relation thereto as the Postmaster General may direct. The appro-
voi. 41, p im priation of $5,000 for the salary of the Auditor for the Post Office De­

partment for the fiscal year 1922 is transferred and made available for 
Trinsict o( person- tho saloTv of the Comptroller, BuTcau ofAccounts, Post OfficeDcpartr-

•"«'• ment. The officers and employees of the Office of the Auditor for 
the Post Office Department engaged in the administrative examma-

Appropriationa ^^^ *̂^ accounts shall become officers and employees of tho Bureau 
tranafenri. of Accoimts at their grades and salaries on July I, 1921. The appro-

voi. u. pp. ins priations for salaries and for contingent and miscellaneous expenses 
1373."' ' ' and tabulating equipment for such office for the fiscal year 1922, 

and all books, records, documents, papers, furniture, office equip­
ment, and other property shall be apportioned between, transferred 
to, and made available for the Bureau of Accounts and the General 

,, Accounting Office, respectively, on the basis of duties transferred. 
R 6 *sSe,p 39, SEO. 305, Section 236 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 

nmeoUed O s f o U o W S : 

jiistmonf̂ ihercof V " S E O , 236. All claims oud demands whatever by the Government 
osce"̂  Accounting (jf ^be United States or against it, and ^1 accounts whatever in which 

the Govemment of the United States is concemed, either as debtor 
or creditor, shall be settled and adjusted in the General Accounting 
Office." 

tiv̂ ifll̂ lv̂ pffi'o™" SEO. 306. All laws relating generaUy to the administration of the 
Effect of coDics of departments and establishments shall, so far as applicable, govern 

n̂ ords. eic, as cvi- the General Accounting Office. Copies of any books, records, papers, 
or documents, and transcripts from the boola and proceedings oi the 
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General Accounting Office, when certified by the Comptroller General 
or the Assistant Comptroller General under its seal, shall be admitted 
ns evidence with the some effect as the copies and transcripts referred .ĵ  g sws 8S2 BK 
to in sections 882 and 836 of tho Revised Statutes. P IG? ' ' ' 

SEC. 307. The Comptroller General may provide for the payment tobe^[dtSrg'& 
of accounts or claims adjusted and settled in the General Accounting bumngofficers 
Office, through disbursing officers of the several departments and 
establishments, instead of by warrant. g ^ ^̂^ 

SEC. 308. The duties now oppertaming to the Division of PubUc LratSttKed̂ trom p\ib-
Moneys of the Office of the Secretary of the Treasury, so far as they Kk^Jifn^Ie'ic^V.-
relate to the covering of revenues and repajments into the Treasury, vision 
the issue of duplicate checks and warrants, and the certification of 
outstandingliabUities for payment, shall be performed by the Division 
of Bookkeeping aud Warrants of the Office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. ^̂^ ^̂ î_ ̂ ^ 

SEC. 309. The Comptroller General shall prescribe the forms, sys- ccdurMoŜ ĉoimiuic, 
tems, and procedure for administrative appropriation and fund *"''^*'*"'P™"'*'^ 
accounting in the several departments and establishments, and for 
the administrative examination of fiscal officers' accounts and claims 
against the Umted States. 

SEC. 310. Tho offices of the six auditors shall be abolished, to take ^ b S ^ ""^'"^ 
effect July 1, 1921. All other officers and employees of these offices tri'nsfJî t''oA^*î :̂ 
except as otherwise provided herein shall become officers and em- mgomcc. 
ployees of the General Accounting Office at their grades and salaries 
on July 1, 1921, All books, records, documents, papers, furniture, 
office equipment, and other property of these omces, and of the 
Division of Bookkeeping and Warrants, so far as they relate to the 
work of such division transferred by section 304, shall become the Temporary ornee 
property of the General Accountmg Office. The General Accounting roomsQMICDHI 
Office shall occupy temporarily the rooms now occupied by the office 
of the Comptroller of the Treasuiy and the six auditors. 

SEO. 311. (a) The Comptroller General shall appoint, remove, and orem^o™/bomp-
fix the compensation of such attomeys and other employees in the iroiter ocaerai 
General Accounting Office as may from time to tune be provided for 
by law. 

(b) All such appointments, except to positions carrying a salary aeÂ td'iJftta'*" °' *̂ "'" 
at a rate of more than 55,000 a year, shall be made "m accordance with 
the civil-service laws and regulations. 

(c) No person appointed by the Comptroller General shall be paid ^ T nsmcuons. 
a saiary at a rate oi more than $6,000 a year, and not more than four 
persons shall be paid a salary at a rate of more than $5,000 a year. 

(d) All officers and employees of the General Accountmg Office, ^̂ Aŝ ignmcnt of du-
whether transferred thereto or appointed by the Comptroller General, 
shall perform such duties as may be assigned to them by him. 

(e) All official acts performed by such officers or employees specially „io7etB°?t̂ ,aiiy d«̂  
designated therefor by the Comptroller General shall have the same isnaicd 
force and effect as though performed by the Comptroller General in 

(f) The Comptroller General shall make such rules and regulations tboî !̂̂ *"""*'**''''"' 
as may be necessary for carrying on the work of the General Accounts 
ing Office, including mles and regulations conceming the admission 
of attorneys to practice before sum office. 

SEC. 312. (o) The Comptroller General shall investigate, at the ETeJ^on hy'f̂ f 
seat of govemment or elsewhere, all matters relating to the receipt, pubu^Ss*'"'"^ *̂ 
disbursement, and application of public funds, and shall make to 
the President when requested by him, and to Congress at the begin-
mng of each regular session, a report in writing of the work of the 
General Accounting Office, containing recommendations conceming l̂y,l(l̂ o^«t*[ftc?^ 
the legislation he may deem necessary to facilitate the prompt and t'SfiV^o^nts "«**' 
accurate rendition and settlement of accounts and concerning such 
other matters relating to the receipt, disbursement, and apphcation 



2 6 SIXTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. SESS. I. CH. 18. 1921. 

ond"ffcw"in'pu^ °^ public funds as ho may think advisable; In such regular report, 
bo eipanditurca. or m special reports at any time when Congress is in session, be shall 

make recommendations looking to greater economy or efficiency in 
public expenditures. 

tilKw-.whS^l?'- (b) He shall make such investigations and reports as shall be 
^u^'itSS.°"''"°" ordered by either_House of Congress or by any committee of either 

House having jurisdiction over revenue, appropriations, or expendi­
tures. The Comptroller General shall also, at the rec^uest of any 
such committee, direct assistants from his office to furmsh the com­
mittee such aid and information as it may request. 

viKna ofia^ by (c) The Comptroller General shall specially report to Congress 
dopBruBenis,aio. eveij expenditure or contract made by any department or estab­

lishment m any year in violation of law. 
mS"eRSafflon (d) He shall submit to Congress reports upon the adequacy and 
and inspection trf̂ ac- eSectiveuess of the administrative examination of accounts and 
coun a equae, . claims iu the respective departments and estabhshments and upon 

the adequacy and effectiveness of departmental inspection of the 
offices and accounts of fiscal officers. 

ge^BlSuu''̂ h*en'l̂  (&) He shall fumish such information relating to expenditures and 
qû Eied accounting to the Bureau of the Budget as it may request from time 

to time. 
nbhTSSwn '"^ ] S E C . 313. AU departments and eatablishments shall fumish to the 
theiraciiviUM.eLc Comptroller General such information regarding the powers, duties, 

activities, organization, financial transactions, and methods of busi­
ness of their respective offices as he may from time to time require of 

^ ^ « w to »«oriB, ^^gjjj, ^ ^ jj^g Comptroller General, or any of his assistants or 
employees, when duly authorized by him, shall, for the purpose of 
securing such information, have access to aud the right to examine 

Dipifflnatio cmci- any books, documents, papers, or records of any such departraent or 
^^^sTIle^^t^p 43 establishment. The authority contained in tins section shall not 

' be applicable to expenditures made under the provisions of section 
291 o f the Revised Statutes. 

J S ^ u t o ^ b e ^ a ^ SEO- 314. Tbe Civil Service Commission shall establish an eligible 
"uhfci register for accountants for the General Accounting Office, a n d the 

examinations of applicants for entrance upon Buch register shall be 
based upon questions approved by the Comptroller General. 

pn^^s" (« o C SEC. 315. (a) All appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
"o" ̂ <f'*''*̂ '12CS ^^^?» ^°^ ^^^ offices o f t h e Comptroller of the Treasury and the six 

1209° ' ^^ ' auditors^ are transferred to and made available for the General 
Accoimting Office, except as otherwise provided herein. 

J^p^^onl^ '^iT, . Cb) D u n n g such fiscal year the ComptroUer General, within the 
auibonied durliitf Da- limit of the totol appropriations avadable for tho General Accounting 

Office, m a y make such changes in the number and compensation of 
officers and employees appointed by him or transferred to the General 

p orti aharo -A-ccounting Offico under this Act as may be necessary, 
of approprlSions for (c) There sholl aiso be transferred to the General Accounting Office 
^usps?c\"",^^i!n^ ^^^^ portions of the appropnaUons for rent and contingent and mis-
nep^iri 'ra an t , coUaneous expenses, including allotments for printing and binding, 

' made for the Treasury Department for the fiscal year ending June 30^ 
1922, as are equal to the amounts expended from similar appropria­
tions during the fiscal vcar ending June 30, 1921, by the Treasury 
Department for the offices of the Comptroller of the Treasury and 
the six auditors. 

mad«'*"vtteî B"'j'w (d) During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922, tho appropria-
AocouDtineoibcfc tions and portions of appropnations referred to in this section shal! 

be available for salaries and expenses of the General Accounting 
Office^ including payment for rent in the District of Columbia, 
traveling expenses, the purchase and exchange of law books, books 
of reference, and for all necessary miscellaneous and contingent 
expenses. 
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SEO. 316. The General Accounting Office and the Bureau of .SLTpVo ' s^o 
Accounts shall not be construed to be a bureau or office created since ^rrY^i uos 
January 1, 1916, so as to depnve employees therein of the additional ° '^ 
compensation allowed civilian employees under the provisious of 
section 6 of the Legislativcj Executive, arid Judicial Appropriation 
Act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922, if otherwase entitled 
thereto. i de rt 

SEC. 317. The provisions of law prohibiting the transfer of em- nicnf.°<t^^ ^mpfo'feM 
ployees of executive deportments and independent establishments ^'^j^'^ '"'^'' •'"'" 
until after service of three years shall not apply during tho fiscal Voi 34, p ut 
year ending June 30, 1922, to the transfer of employees to the General 
Accounting Office. ^ . ^ , . 

SEC. 318. This Act shall take effect upon it3 approval by the A , ^ * ^ " " ' ' ° ' " ' * ' 
President: Provideclj That sections 301 to 317, inclusive, relating to ^ 3 \ u , „ otncf, 
the General Accounting Office and the Bureau of Accounts, snail etc,onJuiyi, 1921 
take effect July 1, 1921. 

Approved, June 10, 1921. 

June 10,1^1. 
CHAP. 19.—.\n Act For tbe public eale of poat-office eite on the west aide of 1 -̂ ̂ - ^ I 

South Main Streel, in the city of Bethlebetn, Pennaylvania if ublic, No u j 

Be it enacted by the Senate arid House of Bevresentaiives ofthe United Bethlehem Pa 
States of America in Coiwresa osscrrMed, Tnat the Secretary of the '̂̂ ^̂ 'ijii''"̂ *̂̂ °* "̂ ' 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to sell at ** °̂  
public sale the post-office site and buildings thereon erected, situate 
on the west side of South Main Street, m the city of Bethlehem, Penn­
sylvania, after proper advertisement, and at such time and upon 
such terms as he may deem for the best interests of the United States, 
for a sum not less than $20,000, and to execute and deliver to the pur­
chaser the usual quit-olaim deed therefor, and to deposit the proceeds ''<~P"" °' pr«eeiA 
derived from such sale in the Treasury of the United States as a 
miscellaneous receipt. 

Approved, June 10, 1921. 

. Juno 10, 1921 
CHAP. 30.—An Act To amend section 407 of ihe Tratiaportation Act of 1920. |n tt oa.? ] 

I rutijic, No t^ I 
Be it enacted by tke Senate and Bouse of Representatives ofthe United Traiuportaiion Act, 

Stales of America i n Congress assembled, T h a t section 407 of the iff-u-
Transportation Act of 1930 be, and it is hereby, amended by adJmg eX '̂ ^ ''^''^'''*^' 
thereto a new paragraph designated as paragraph (9), as foDows; 

"(9) Upon application of one or more telephone companies for niM^permatrt*^^ 
authority to consolidate their projperties or a port thereof into a^"'^'®-"'' 
single company, op for authority for one or more such companies 
to acquire the whole or any part of the property of another telephone 
company or other telephone companies or the control thereof by 
the purchase of securities or by lease or in any other like manner^ 
when such consohdated company would be subject to this Act, the 
commission shall fix a time and place for a public hearing upon such appn̂ 'fions*"""̂  °' 
application and shall thereupon give reasonable notice in writmg 
to the governor of each of the States in which the physical property 
affected, or any part thereof, is situated, and to the State public 
service commission OP other regulatory body, if any, having juris­
diction over telephone companies, and to such other persons as it 
may deem advisable. Aft̂ er such public hearing, if the commission i i^^ **̂ '' »«LI"«-
finds that the proposed consolidation, acquisition, or control will be 
of advantage to the persons to whom service is to be rendered and 
in the public interest, it shall certify to that effect; and thereupon 
any Act or Acts of Congress malong the proposed transaction un-


